From the

Principal
We inherited a motto from our Penkhull
predecessor, Thistley Hough School
for Girls, that inspires us still. What
does it mean to open your eyes
in pursuit of truth? To grasp every
opportunity, to adventure beyond the
familiar, to see past the surface, to adopt
a long view and a wide perspective.
At Thistley Hough, we want students
to open their eyes to the world and to
emerge from school with the knowledge
and skills to thrive in it.
With a relentless drive to raise
academic standards, our results
are going up and up and our progress
is fantastic. Thistley Hough is Stoke’s
most improved school because every
child gets the best we can offer to
support their learning and personal
development.

In our state-of-the art building,
with its incredible light, space and
facilities, we make no apologies for
instilling traditional values and standards
which I believe help students have the
confidence to take risks and achieve
their best.
All of this is only possible in a safe
environment that supports every
individual to transform their life chances
and define their ambitions. We stress
creativity as much as academic
achievement; compassion as much as
personal success, and recognise that
there are as many ways to shine as we
have pupils in our school.
Come and see for yourselves; meet our
staff and students and have a tour. I look
forward to welcoming you personally.

Holly Hartley - Principal
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The most

improved
school

Traditional values;
modern methods

in Stoke-on-Trent
Thistley Hough School for Girls opened in
1938; a very prestigious and successful
grammar school whose alumni, known
as ‘Thistles’, still express passionate
commitment to their former school.
In 2013, after thirty years as a mixed
comprehensive, Thistley Hough joined
a network of twelve schools across the
UK, the Creative Education Trust, which
had been set up by leading figures in
education and the creative industries. The
Trust’s mission is to improve standards of
education for children and young people,
equipping them with the skills to be
successful employees and citizens in the
competitive, globalised world of tomorrow.
Whilst not our sole focus, academic
standards and results are they key elements
by which a school is judged.
Our focus on raising standards and
producing excellence is rigorous and
sustained; regular and accurate assessment
is used to inform plans to meet the needs
of each learner. The curriculum is broad
and balanced. In years 7, 8 and 9 all pupils
study maths, English, science, geography,
history, R.E., music, drama and P.E., as
well as the Creative Education Trust’s
unique design programme integrating art,
technology and computing.
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In years 10 and 11 the English
Baccalaureate is available through a full
range of traditional, academic GCSE
options, supplemented by a wide range
of other GCSE courses and BTEC
qualifications. Academic attainment at
GCSE has more than doubled at Thistley
Hough in the years since it joined the
Creative Education Trust.

High on a hill in the Domesday village of
Penkull, Thistley Hough occupies nine
hectares of playing fields and recreational
facilities.
In 2013 we moved into a spectacular
new £15m building with spacious, lightfilled classrooms and ample spaces for
performing arts, lectures and assemblies,
sports, art, design and technology. The
double-height dining hall is the social
hub of the school, while the library and
resource centre is a magnet for students
at break times and after school.

The percentage of students making
expected progress in Maths and English
has increased significantly, placing us in
line with national average for English. The
English results have increased by 18%
and Maths by 7% thus making us the
most improved school in Stoke-on-Trent!
Furthermore, students’ success in Modern
Foreign Languages and Art (amongst
others) significantly exceeds the
national average.

Our workforce of teachers includes
both seasoned professionals and many
younger recruits to the profession,
including high-flying graduates of the
Teach First national programme. All
our teachers benefit from professional
development and training provided by
the Creative Education Trust, universities
and other partners, to keep abreast
of the latest thinking about teaching

The measured progress of Thistley Hough
students from Year 7 entry to graduation
in Year 11 is also extremely impressive
against the national picture.
Our results are set to increase
even further this year!

and learning; character, resilience and
employability; and safeguarding. Several
teachers, identified as having particular
aptitude for leadership, are enrolled
in programmes offered by the Future
Leaders Trust.
We meet the needs of a broad spectrum
of ability, from those with Special
Educational Needs to the Able and
Talented. Strong links with further
education providers give students access
to vocational qualifications, while we offer
a bespoke curriculum that includes workbased learning and language support.
We celebrate the heritage of our
prestigious past in the motto which we
adopted and the traditional honours
boards prominently displayed in the
new school. While we take pride in our
roots in traditional academic excellence,
our focus is firmly on the future and the

Facilities
•
•
•
•

University standard library and lecture theatre
•
Cutting edge audio-visual projection in all public spaces
•
Inspiring art studios, including a darkroom and kiln
•
Modern design and technology with CAD/CAM
•
software and output devices		

Networked ICT in every space
A suite of Apple iMacs
Professional studios for music, dance and drama
World class sports facilities, with extensive grounds
and outdoor pitches

At Thistley Hough Academy students’ well being
is a priority; they are listened to and respected at
the academy. Every student’s daily point of contact
is his or her form tutor. Thistley Hough Academy
has an integrated support network which includes
5 dedicated Heads of Year, Student Support and
Inclusion Team, in addition to External agencies
to give additional specialist support in areas
such as counselling, bereavement and support
for young carers.
The vertical House system provides a strong sense
of family camaraderie and community throughout a
child’s years at Thistley Hough. Colours are awarded
every year for the arts, academic excellence, sporting
success, community involvement and leadership –
these areas of the curriculum are as high a priority as
the more traditional academic subjects.
Thistley Hough continues to build on its success in
both traditional sports such as cricket, football, netball
and athletics, and more recent initiatives in boxing,
rowing, trampoline and dance. Students have many
opportunities to represent the school in competitive
fixtures across the city and further afield, including the
Creative Education Trust’s annual Day of Sports.
Visual arts, design and performing arts go from
strength to strength at Thistley Hough. Excellence is
demonstrated in regular exhibitions,
performance projects, afterschool clubs and offtimetable days with
visiting professionals
from a range of
creative fields.
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Thistley Hough students are actively encouraged to be
compassionate citizens and contributors to society.
The list of ambitious fund-raising achievements,
community service initiatives and campaigns they
undertake reveals them to be a remarkably positive
social force in the city.
Many of these creative initiatives involve working
or performing alongside other member schools of
the Creative Education Trust in shared programmes
funded by trusts and Foundations and developed with
professional experts and specialist agencies.
An eclectic choice of activities outside the classroom
helps us to develop well-rounded individuals with a
sense of their own gifts and scope to contribute to
society. The range of clubs and after-school activities
grows continually, and in the current year includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme
Football, netball, athletics, rounder’s,
basketball, trampoline and cricket
Needlecraft
War Hammer club
Library club
Italian and Latin clubs
Dance
Drama

We take pride in the quality of careers advice offered
to our students, and that every student who
leaves Thistley Hough Academy goes straight
into further education, employment or training
(0% “NEET”). Growing numbers of Thistley
Hough students now progress to further
academic study in colleges and universities,
with 91% of students going on to Further
Education courses at local colleges.
Links with our business partner Novus
Property Solutions, and Premier League
football club Stoke City allow us to embed
employability skills across the Academy, giving
students “real world” experiences to enhance their
employment prospects in the future.
In addition, all Year 10 students complete work
experience and many placements lead to employment
prospects. Students benefit from a wide range of
careers events in conjunction with the careers service,
the Stoke on Trent Chamber of Commerce and many
other local employers.

The
Creative
Education Trust
The educational vision of our sponsor,
the Creative Education Trust, is
‘Knowledge Connected’. The Trust
and its member schools believe that
creativity is the ability to recognise
and make new connections between
the things we know. Furthermore, that
connecting knowledge needs to be
at the heart of education because is
vital to improving standards and will
make young people resourceful and
employable in tomorrow’s knowledge
economy.
At Thistley Hough and other CET
schools, six concepts connect what
students know and do: Structure,
Pattern, Meaning, Performance,
Human Interaction and Practice
These concepts are recognised by
educationalists, universities and
employers as characteristic of

successful employees, responsible
citizens and resourceful adults.
We use the concepts to link subjects
across the curriculum and to foster
personal development and employability.
The six concepts also underpin the
thinking of professionals in engineering,
architecture, design, construction,
manufacturing and the digital industries,
and they are the foundation of our
unique Key Stage 3 design programme.
Watch Knowledge Connected,
our animated film at
www.youtube/com/creedacad

Thistley Hough Academy  | Thistley Hough | Penkhull | Stoke-on-Trent | ST4 5JJ
T: 01782 883 500 | F: 01782 859 427 | E: office@thistleyhough.org.uk
8www.thistleyhoughacademy.org.uk

							

		

DfES number: 861 4002

